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Central Milton Keynes Alliance Business Neighbourhood Plan
Matters for Examination Hearing

12th December 2013

The matters to be considered at the Examination Hearing on 12th December 2013 at the request of the Neighbourhood Plan examiner are as follows:

1) Draft Policy CMKAP SS2

The draft plan does not appear to follow the conventional retail hierarchy as identified in the NPPF in relation to ensuring the vitality of town centres. The draft plan does not appear to indicate primary and secondary retail frontages.  The draft plan does indicate an Edge of Centre shopping area into which it is said that retail development over 1,000m2 that cannot be realised within the Primary Retail Area, will be encouraged (paragraph 9.4), followed by sites adjacent to Boulevards and Gates elsewhere.  At paragraph 9.5 the draft plan further indicates that the objective is to encourage the development of CMK retailing as part of a lively and attractive city centre experience with the unique attribute of having out-of-town regional shopping mall accessibility.

In the pursuit of widening retail choice are the proposals in draft policy SS2 sufficiently compatible with national planning policy?
How does draft policy CMKAP SS2 relate to the adopted Core Strategy estimates of comparison retail floorspace whereby 85% of anticipated floorspace demand over the plan period be incorporated within the primary shopping area and the residual 15% in other district centres within the Council area?

Is there an evidence base that supports the extent of edge of centre area indicated in Figure 11?  

Is there a risk that draft policy CMKAP SS2 may lead to a significant dilution of the retail attractiveness of the Primary Shopping Area through widening the land use opportunities for large scale retail development throughout CMK? 

To the extent that the draft policy will require some small shop units within retail developments greater than 2,500m2 and that amalgamation will not be permitted without justification, what evidence is offered to support the delivery and occupation of small units, particularly outside the primary shopping area? 
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